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(57) ABSTRACT

The present invention provides an undermount cabinet stor-
age system adapted for receipt of at least one common
kitchen items, said undermount cabinet storage system
including a mounting bracket in pivotable receipt of a
vertical support structure movable between a horizontal
position and a vertical position with a pair of rotatable arms
associated with a distal end of the vertical support member
and adapted for receipt of the kitchen item.

6 Claims, 3 Drawing Sheets
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1
UNDERMOUNT CABINET STORAGE
SYSTEM

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates generally to collapsible
cooling racks and more specifically to a storable kitchen
system with a foldable kitchen rack mounted to a kitchen
cabinet for holding a plurality of items like cookie sheets or
plates to free up counter space.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Typical kitchen space is difficult to maintain. Most
kitchen counters are flat horizontal surfaces. In design these
counters are flat to allow for work around the kitchen.
However, these counter spaces are often cluttered with
kitchen gadgets, appliances and other kitchen items which
take away from the working area of these counters. While
cooking in the kitchen, it is often desirable to place a hot
item out of reach or to find someplace to hold an item like
plates, cooking sheets or lids when these countertops are
otherwise occupied. Therefore, it is desirable to have a
retractable storage area which can be used without occupy-
ing a countertop area.

Some prior attempts to provide additional counter space
include utilizing carts, racks or other portable tables or
semi-portable storage areas. However, these storage areas
even further clutter an already crowded kitchen area and
during times of nonuse, obstruct movement around the
kitchen. In addition, these carts or racks are difficult to move
and can be very heavy depending on the items stored along
the rack shelves. It therefore would be beneficial to provide
additional storage space which does not obstruct movement
within the kitchen while the storage space is not in use.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention provides a pair of angularly adjust-
able arms which are secured to a cabinet by a mounting
bracket. Each adjustable arm can rotate vertically for storage
under a cabinet and horizontally for receipt of a variety of
dimensioned kitchen items. A rotatable vertical support
extends downwardly from the mounting bracket to support
each of the adjustable arms, the vertical support being
rotatable for undermounted storage and the mounting
bracket being fastened to the cabinet surface. Various objects
and advantages of the present invention will become appar-
ent from the following description taken in conjunction with
the accompanying drawings wherein are set forth, by way of
illustration and example, certain embodiments of this inven-
tion.

The drawings constitute a part of this specification,
include exemplary embodiments of the present invention,
and illustrate various objects and features thereof.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a bottom perspective view of an exemplary
embodiment of an undermount cabinet storage system
including two storage supports, one in operational use in
connection with a plurality of plates in accordance with the
present invention.

FIG. 2 is a bottom perspective view of a storage support.

FIG. 3 is a front perspective view of the embodiment
depicted in FIG. 1.
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FIG. 4 is a bottom plan view of an alternative mounting
structure for mounting an alternative embodiment of the
undermount cabinet storage system underneath a cabinet in
a retracted position.

FIG. 5 is a front perspective view of an alternative pair of
angularly adjustable arms in accordance with an alternative
embodiment depicted in FIG. 4.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
INVENTION

As required, detailed embodiments of the present inven-
tion are disclosed herein; however, it is to be understood that
the disclosed embodiments are merely exemplary of the
invention, which may be embodied in various forms. There-
fore, specific structural and functional details disclosed
herein are not to be interpreted as limiting, but merely as a
basis for the claims and as a representative basis for teaching
one skilled in the art to variously employ the present
invention in virtually any appropriately detailed structure.

As illustrated in FIGS. 1 and 2, an undermount cabinet
storage system 10 for receipt of kitchen items 8 which may
include common kitchen items like plates, cooking sheets,
etc. The undermount cabinet storage system 10 generally
includes a mounting bracket 12 for mounting the system 10
to the lower cabinet surface 4 associated with a typical wall
cabinet 6 and for receipt and rotation of a vertical support 21
between a horizontal orientation and a vertical orientation
wherein the vertical support 21 extends vertically down
from the cabinet 6.

A mounting bracket 12 secured to the lower cabinet
surface is illustrated in FIG. 1. The mounting bracket as
illustrated in FIG. 1, includes a left and right angled surface
each of which is mechanically fastened to the lower cabinet
surface in the illustrated embodiment and each includes a
receiver (not shown) for receiving a rear brace 16. By way
of' example, the receiver (not shown) may be circular having
an outer dimension greater than the outer diameter of the
exemplary cylindrical rear brace 16.

The illustrated mounting bracket 12 is generally fabri-
cated from two angularly shaped receivers 12a, 126 such as
angle iron, each including at least a first surface 13a for
securing to the lower cabinet surface 4 and a second surface
135 for receiving the vertical support 21. Each first surface
13a is generally adapted for being mechanically fastened to
the lower cabinet surface 4. Each second surface 135 asso-
ciated with each of the two shaped receivers 12a, 126 is
generally spaced apart a distance compatible with the outer
diameter of the vertical support 21, the two shaped receivers
124, 125 being adapted for rotatable receipt of the vertical
support member 21. A rear brace 16 may also be provided
as depicted in FIG. 2 extending between each of the second
surfaces 135, the rear brace 16 supporting the vertical
support 21 while rotated in the vertically orientation. In this
way, the rear brace 16 helps maintain a generally vertical
orientation of the vertical support 21 while the rotatable
arms 30 are in receipt of a kitchen item 8.

The depicted mounting bracket 12 is illustrated as being
mounted towards the rear of the cabinet 6, the vertical
support 21 swinging upwardly towards the front of the
cabinet where it is secured from view in the recessed
horizontal orientation. Alternatively, the mounting bracket
12 could be mounted towards the front of the cabinet and the
vertical support 21 could swing upwardly towards the rear of
the cabinet for secured in the recessed horizontal orientation.
Additionally, the vertical support 21 could swing down-
wardly from the recessed horizontal orientation and swing
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down from the left to the right or vice versa and then rotate
horizontally as desired. All of these configurations would
involve known folding and rotating joints. While one exem-
plary mounting bracket 12 is depicted, other configurations
including those described herein are considered within the
scope of the present invention with the mounting bracket 12
being secured to the lower cabinet surface 4 and receiving
for receipt of the vertical support 21 while allowing for
rotation from a horizontal position to a vertical position in
which a locking mechanism or rear brace 16 secures the
vertical support 21 in either the vertical or horizontal posi-
tion.

The vertical support 21 extends from the mounting
bracket 12 associated with a proximate end of the vertical
support 21 towards a distal end associated with the plurality
of rotatable arms 30. The outer surface of the vertical
support 21 is adapted for receipt of the rotatable arms 30
therethrough. In one embodiment, the pair of rotatable arms
30 is in communication with each other through a rotatable
interconnecting structure which is threaded through the
vertical support 21.

In one embodiment, the vertical support 21 may include
a square tubing member having being approximately 12"
long with a one by one (1"x1") inch square cross-section. In
addition, the vertical support 21 may include an upper and
lower aperture (not shown), the upper aperture (not shown)
being adapted for receipt of a locking mechanism for
securing the vertical support 21 to the mounting bracket 12,
while allowing for rotation of the vertical member 21
between the vertical and horizontal orientation. The lower
aperture (not shown) generally has sufficient dimensions for
receipt of the rotatable arm 30 therethrough.

In the horizontal orientation, the rotatable arms 30 are
rotated upwards and the vertical support 21 is rotated
towards the lower cabinet surface 4 with the arms pointing
towards the rear of the cabinet 6 and the distal portion of the
vertical support 21 being positioned near the front of the
cabinet 6 as generally depicted in FIG. 3. In the vertical
orientation, the distal end of the vertical support 21 is
lowered from the lower cabinet surface 4 towards a gener-
ally vertical position with the rotatable arms 30 being
lowered to a generally horizontal position as depicted in
FIGS. 1-3. In the embodiment illustrated in FIGS. 1-3, each
of the rotatable arms 30 are angled slightly upwards to
provide more stability during receipt of the kitchen items 8.

Each of the rotatable arms 30 depicted in FIGS. 1-3
include a secondary arm 31 which is rotateably secured to
the rotatable arm 30 with a pivoting bracket 32 which is
fastened around the rotatable arm 30. In the illustrated
configuration, each of the secondary arms 31 generally
swing 180 degrees from the rotatable arm 30. When rotated
outwardly from the rotatable arm 30 the secondary arm 31
provides additional horizontal support for any received
kitchen items 8. When desired, the secondary arm can be
extended outwardly or retracted towards the rotatable arm
30 depending on the amount of horizontal support desired.

Numerous brackets and catches may be incorporated into
the present invention to help support the system 10 in a
recessed horizontal orientation or a vertical orientation. For
example, an optional upper and lower stop 33, 34 may be
provided along the distal end of the vertical support 21. The
upper stop 33 is positioned to provide a vertical stop as the
rotatable arm 30 is rotated upwardly and the lower stop 34
is positioned to provide a vertical stop as the rotatable arm
30 is rotated downwardly in relation to the lower cabinet
surface 4.
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Optionally, the lower end of the vertical support 21 may
be adapted for magnetic closure of the system 10 in the
horizontal or retracted position with at least one magnetic
receiver or plate 14 associated with the lower cabinet surface
4 and a magnetized region (not shown) associated with the
vertical support the magnetized region being located near
the magnetic receiver 14 while the system 10 is in the
horizontal position, the magnetic receiver and magnetized
region (not shown) being adapted for magnetic fastening of
the vertical support 21 to the lower cabinet surface 4. While
the system 10 is in the closed or horizontal configuration, the
magnetic receiver 14 receives the magnetized region (not
shown) of the vertical support 21.

An alternative embodiment of the undermount cabinet
storage system 110 utilizing a tensioned mounting structure
is depicted in FIG. 4 with a front support 41 separated from
a rear support 42 with a pair of adjusters 43 which provide
the desired pressure at the front and rear supports 41, 42 for
mounting the undermount cabinet storage system 110
directly to the cabinet while the system 110 is recessed and
hidden from view while the system 110 is in the horizontal
orientation. The front support 41 may be associated with a
cabinet front face (not shown) and the rear support may be
associated with a wall surface (not shown). Alternatively, a
mounting platform 40 may be provided with a front support
wall 45 spaced from a rear support wall 46 separated by a
substantially planar interconnecting member 47, the mount-
ing surface being secured to the underside of the cabinet, and
the rear supports 41, 42 may be utilized as an adjustment
mechanism and may utilize known adjustment means such
as ratcheting means, rotating means, telescoping means, or
frictional means.

Optionally, a pair of longitudinal runners, collectively 131
and 132 are depicted in FIGS. 4 and 5, extend outwardly
from and alongside the rotatable arms 30. Each longitudinal
runner is depicted with an upper and lower support 132, 131
presenting an insertional arch 133 extending therebetween
for receipt of a variety of kitchen items. In one embodiment,
the lower support 131 is secured to the upper support 132
which may be secured to the rotatable arm as desired using
generally known fastening means such as mechanical fas-
teners.

In operation, the mounting bracket 12 of the undermount
cabinet system 10 is installed on the lower cabinet surface 4
using for example mechanical fasteners (not shown), the
mounting bracket 12 being positioned for pivotable receipt
of the vertical support 21. The distal end of the vertical
support 21 is positioned towards the front of the cabinet 6
with the proximate end being received by the mounting
bracket 12. The distal end of the vertical support is secured
using for example a magnetic latch (not shown) attached on
the lower cabinet surface 4 towards the front of the cabinet
6. The rotatable arms 30 are rotated towards the rear of the
cabinet 6 in accordance with the upper stop 33. In operation,
the vertical support 21 is lowered and the rotatable arms 30
are rotated towards the horizontal orientation, towards the
lower stop 34 with the vertical support 21 being orientated
towards a vertically upright position. The rotatable arms are
then placed in a generally horizontal orientation with the
secondary arms 31 being pivoted outwardly for receipt of
the kitchen item 8. When not in use, the system 10 can be
placed in the recessed horizontal position by rotating the
rotatable arms from the lower stop 34 towards the upper stop
33 and the vertical support 21 is pivoted about the mounting
bracket towards the front of the lower cabinet surface 4.

It is to be understood that while certain forms of the
present invention have been illustrated and described herein,
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it is not to be limited to the specific forms or arrangement of
parts described and shown. The terms, descriptions and
figures used herein are set forth by way of illustration only
and are not meant as limitations. Those skilled in the art will
readily recognize that many variations are possible within
the spirit and scope of the present invention in which all
terms are given their broadest, reasonable interpretation and
that those skilled in the art may make modifications thereto
which do not exceed the scope of the appending claims.
Therefore, the scope of the invention is only to be limited by
the following claims.

What is claimed and desired to be secured by Letters
Patent:

1. An undermount cabinet storage system associated with
a lower cabinet surface and adapted for receipt of a common
kitchen item, said undermount cabinet storage system com-
prising:

a mounting bracket secured to the lower cabinet surface;

avertical support structure having a proximate end spaced
apart from a distal end, said proximate end received by
said mounting bracket;

a pair of rotatable arms received by said distal end of said
vertical support, said pair of rotatable arms being
rotated between an upper stop and a lower stop wherein
said pair of rotatable arms receives said kitchen item;

wherein each of said rotatable arms includes a pivotably
connected secondary arm; and

said undermount cabinet storage system being operable
between a horizontal orientation and vertical orienta-
tion as said vertical support structure is pivoted about
said mounting bracket for receipt of at least one of said
kitchen item.

2. The undermount cabinet storage system according to

claim 1 wherein said mounting bracket further comprises a
rear brace.
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3. The undermount cabinet storage system according to
claim 1 wherein said distal end of said vertical support
member is secured to an upper and a lower stop while said
undermount cabinet storage system is in the horizontal
orientation.

4. The undermount cabinet storage system according to
claim 1 further comprising a pair of adjusters adapted for
placement between a first cabinet surface and a second
cabinet surface, said first and second cabinet surfaces asso-
ciated with the lower cabinet surface.

5. An undermount cabinet storage. system adapted for
receipt of common kitchen items, said undermount cabinet
storage system comprising:

a pressurized mounting structure having a front support
wall separated from a rear support wall by a mounting
platform;

said mounting platform being adapted for receipt by a
lower cabinet surface associated with a wall cabinet;

a mounting bracket secured to said mounting platform;

a vertical support structure having a proximate end spaced
apart from a distal end, said proximate end received by
said mounting bracket;

a pair of rotatable arms received by said distal end of said
vertical support, said pair of rotatable arms being
rotated between an upper stop and a lower stop wherein
said pair of rotatable arms receives said kitchen item;
and

said undermount cabinet storage system being operable
between a horizontal orientation and a vertical orien-
tation as said vertical support structure is pivoted about
said mounting bracket for receipt of at least one of said
kitchen item.

6. The undermount cabinet storage system according to

claim 5 further comprising a pair of adjusters extending
between a first support wall and a second support wall.
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